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Julia Child once said, “There is nothing nicer
than a kitchen really made for a cook. Things
that are designed to be used always have an
innate beauty.” The kitchens in this portfolio
run the gamut from modern classic to edgy
rustic, but one thing is for sure, they all have
that innate beauty Child spoke of.
We asked our designers two questions
to get their unique takes on
kitchen design aesthetic:
1. What is an indulgent memory of your
childhood kitchen? And 2. How did you
arrive at this kitchen blueprint?

Emily Followill
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Designer: Jessica Davis/Atelier Davis Project Location: Atlanta, GA Kitchen
Memory: Our kitchen where I grew up in Hong Kong was closed off from the
rest of the house but had really high ceilings and large steel-framed windows that
looked out over the mountainside. It was always bright and airy and felt sort of
Art Deco classic. Even though steel-framed windows are a bit faddish now, they
evoke fond memories from childhood. Blueprint: I wanted to keep the design
tied to the period of the home but updated for modern living. We salvaged
the old Magnolia wood. Because the skylights bring in so much light, I felt
comfortable going dark on the cabinets and counters and the Fireclay tile added
a bit of vintage feel and a lot of texture. And of course, the red stove for a pop
of color. Resources: Tile: Fireclay Tile. Hardware: Nest Studio. Appliances:
AJ Madison. Sconces: Worley’s Lighting. Counters: Dekton.
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Designer: Bien Hecho, John Randall, founder Project Location: Wassaic, NY Kitchen Memory: I always equated home with the
smells and tastes of our kitchen. My parents were endlessly curious cooks, experimenting with recipes from all over the world. So,
when I sit down with clients in preliminary design meetings I stress storage, maximizing work surfaces, conveniently placed power
supplies, among other things. The last thing one wants to discover, after taking an epicurean interest, is that their kitchen is poorly
laid out and frustrating to work in. Blueprint: This kitchen is white due to the desire to have it disappear into the large white great
room around it. The solid walnut drawers and veneered interiors of the cabinets lend a richness and contrast that remained hidden
behind the doors and drawer fronts. It depends on the surrounding millwork, tastes and adjacent color schemes but I always push for
light colors and whites. Dark stains and dark pigmented lacquers can be hard to pull off. Resources: Appliances: Wolf and Sub-Zero.
Cabinetry: Bien Hecho.

96

AUTUMN 2021

Nicole Franzen

Designer: GRT Architects Project Location:
Brooklyn, NY Kitchen Memory: Like many
people I grew up in a house with a kitchen
that wasn’t “designed.” The surfaces were
all in a gray-pink laminate that may be back
in style but for a long while felt quite dated.
The unexpected and un-shy use of color
stayed with me, and I brought some of that
to this design. Blueprint: We were not
afraid of color and neither was our client,
and we knew we would be preserving the
beautiful parquet floor in this townhouse.
We looked at contemporary sculpture that
blended applied color with natural materials
in a compelling way and came up with this
mixture of wood, brass, linoleum, stainless
steel and laminate. Resources: Kitchen pulls:
Izé. Range: Bertazzoni. All other appliances
concealed by GRT Architects including the
ventilator, dishwasher and refrigerator.

Designer: Megan Winters Design Project Location:
Chicago, IL Kitchen Memory: My fondest memories of
my childhood kitchen were of my mother and I cooking
together. It wasn’t a huge space, but enough for togetherness in getting dinner prepared and served to the family. I
always felt truly happy working with my mom. She was an
incredible cook. Just thinking about that always makes me
smile. Blueprint: I love black and white. This kitchen was
small and needed to work with the rest of the grand, formal
spaces in this city home. Black and white made it classic
and appropriate, and the strength and graphic appeal made
it hold its own with the rest of the home. My favorite colors
for a kitchen are black, navy, white. Any combination of
those colors can never be wrong. Resources: Suzanne
Kasler for Visual Comfort Lighting. Paint: Benjamin Moore
2133-10 ONYX. Framed Fornasetti plates. Christofle Karl
Lagerfeld Egg.
Werner Straube

Courtesy of Bien Hecho

Victoria Pearson

Designer: Chris Barrett Design Project Location:
Los Angeles, CA Kitchen Memory: When I think of my
childhood kitchen I think about my dog, George. I would
sit on the floor while he ate out of his ceramic blue bowl. I
didn’t have siblings, so George was family – there was a lot
of love there. I try to create the same feeling in my client’s
kitchens with all the materials. In this kitchen we installed
antique beams to add some age, warmth and patina.
Blueprint: I wanted to achieve a little drama. I love black
and the client trusted me. I don’t know if there is a best
color for a kitchen. It depends on the architecture, the client
and the overall vibe you’re going for. My favorites are black,
dark green and white. Resources: Refrigerator: Sub-Zero.
Range: Wolf. Oven: American Range. French Door wall
oven and microwave drawer: Wolf. Dishwasher: Bosch.
Antique marble sink in the island: Compas Stone. Custom
cabinets and backsplash tile: Compas Stone. Faucet at
antique sink: Dornbracht/Tara Ultra Profession.

ASPIREDESIGNANDHOME.COM

97

